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HEN I had well 
N con ſidered, and put to- 
. what I thought 

1 proper and mf 
uſe ful, t 5 ad to the Clergy, 
at the approaching Viſitation, J 
took a little Time to deliberate, 
whether it would be moſt for 
the Eaſe, and common Bene- 
fit of us all, that I ſhould read 
it my ſelf, as is the uſual Way, 
again aud again, to the diſtinct 
Aſſemblies, in the ſeveral Pla- 
ces where we were to meet; or, 


A 2 zwhe- 


whether 1 poulll fend ii, in 11 
Manner, together with the Ar. 
ticles, to every ſingle Clergy WW 
man concern d, to read at Home, 
Before- hand, or when beſt at 
Leiſure. | E i 13 3. 

Aud, having had the Experi. 

ence of both Ways, I have fixed 

upon the latter, as the moſt conve- 
nent : Aud huve rather choſen 
to ſpare my own Puts in Speak- 

Tg, aud your Patience in Hear- 
Ang, thana little Expenſe, in ſend- 

ing this Abroad, in the Manner 

There do. 
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H E RE is no Conſideration can, 
I think, be more grievous and af- 
flicting to the Mind of a truly ho- 
neſt, and careful Miniſter of Chriſt, 
(let him be in what Station he 
will) than to find his Labours, 
| Time, and Pains, meet with ſuch 
Entertainment, as is in no Degree anſwerable to 
the good Intentions with which he employed them, 
nor to the Hopes he reaſonably conceived of their 
Succeſs. 5 

Tris, however, muſt not diſcourage me, nor 
any one of our Profeſſion, from purſuing by the 
fame, or any other honeſt Means that we can 
think on, the ſame good End we have, and al- 
ways ought to have, namely, the Edification and 
Inſtruction of that Part of Chriſt's Church, which 
God in his good Providence, hath charged us 
with, This is proper, and in ſome ſort peculiar 
to our good Office, that we muſt never change our 
Aim and End, let the Event be what it will; but 
muſt go on, doing our beſt, and leave the Iſſue 
to God, in whoſe Hands alone it is. The * 
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of other Callings and Profeſſions, may, if they 
find their Time and Pains loſt, or ill ſpent, and 
that things do not anſwer their Expectation, either 
leave off entirely, or betake themſelves to other 
Buſineſs. Succeſs is to them of ſo great Conſe- 
- quence, that they have nothing elſe to look after; 
and if they find it not, after ſome reaſonable pa- 
tience, and Perſeverance; they have nothing to do, 
but to deſert that fruitleſs Undertaking, and look 
out for ſomething more promiſing, and hopeful, 
But this is not our Caſe. Our Calling is of God, 
and never is to be forſaken: but that is not all, 
for we may keep our Calling and Profeſſion, with- 
out anſwering the End of it. The End of or 
Inſtitution and Appointment, is the bringing Peo- 
ple to God, and keeping them in the Faith, and 
Obedience to Chrift; by entring them into Cove- 
nant with God by Baptiſm; by inſtructing them 
in the Principles of their Religion; directing them 
in the diſcharge of all their Duties; reminding 
them of their Omiſſions and Negle&s; exhorting 
them to Stedfaſtneſs and Perſeverance in well do- 
ing; and, in a Word, to do whatever we can, to 
bring our People to, and preſerve them in, the 
Ways of Peace and Safety. This is the End of 
our Calling, this is the Reaſon of our being ſet a- 
part and Sanctified to God's Service; and this is 
the Promiſe and Profeſſion that we make, when 
Ordained to any holy Function; and for this, ue 
have our different Recompences in this World; 
- and ſhall, (but with more Certainty, more Equa- 

lity, and Juftice) have them alſo in the next, at 
the great Day of Retribution. 

No v, as this is the End of our Inſtitution, and 
theſe the means inſtituted alſo of God, for the ob- 
taining this good End, ſo we muſt never have this 
End, out of our Sight, nor ever ceaſe to uſe theſe 
inſtituted Means, let what will be the Iſſue. We 
are to preach, and pray, adminiſter the ä 
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9 
and, upon all occaſions, to diſcharge our ſeveral 
Duties to the People, in the beſt manner that we 
can, tho we ſhould do them all in vain, or find 
but little fruits of all our Labours. Tis a very 
diſcouraging thing indeed, to beſtow ones Time, 
and Pains, and Study, and good meaning, upon a 
hardned, and unprofitable People. But, as we 
may be, (and I hope we often are) miſtaken, in 
judging of the Succeſs of our Labours in our Mi- 
niftry, ſo, were we never ſo ſurely diſappointed of 
our Expectations, yet muſt we perſevere, and in 
patience poſſeſs our Souls, and only have in view, our 
Orders and Commands on Earth, and our Reward 
in Heaven, We have to deal with Creatures, that 
are, and muſt be free Agents, and therefore whe- 
ther they will hear, or whether they will forbear, will 
not depend on us, but on themſelves; and there- 
fore 11 we do our Duty, their Deafneſs or Neglect, 
will never be imputed to us. Paul may plant, and 
Apollos water, but tis God that giveth the Iucreaſe. 
He that planteth therefore and he that watereth, 
will not be anſwerable for the Increaſe: The plant- 
ing and the watering is their buſineſs, and for the 
negle& of that, they may and will be Anſwerable. 
Nor is the Reward annexed or promiſed to their 
Succeſs, but to their Labours, and Endeavours to 
ſucceed, They who turn many to Righteouſneſs, ſhall 
ſhine as the Stars for ever and ever. But ſo will they, 
who equal them in Zeal, and Care, and Diligence, 
to turn to Righteouſneſs, even thoſe, who after 
all, will not be turn d. The Certainty therefore 
of pleaſing our great Maſter, and of receiving the 
Reward, let what will be the Iſſue of all our La- 
bours in the Lord, is to ſupport us under all Diſ- 
couragements whatever we may meet with, in diſ- 
charging them: and is to balance that Concern and 
Grief that the good Husbandman can never fail 
of having, as often as he comes to the Trees he 
N 9 has 


| | ( g 8 ) 
has long and. carefully cultivated, and finds n 


Fruit thereon. ne 55 
Bur after all, altho we are not anſwerable 
for the Succeſs, and Iſſue of our Miniſterial La. 
bours, yet ſince we are anſwerable for our Fide- 
lity, our Care, and Diligence, and our Diſcre- il © 
tion, in the Uſe and. Management of all tho Ml © 
Means that are appointed of God, or ſuggeſted I fe 
by human Reaſon, Obſervation, and Experience 
as fit and proper to attain that excellent End, 
which is to be (which is I hope) the Aim and 
Deſire of all our Hearts, namely the Edification 
and Salvation of all our People; ſince we are an- 
ſwerable, I ſay, for all theſe Things, which are 
the Means by which (with the Grace of God) 
we muſt, if ever we do, ſucceed; we ſhall have 
little Joy in thinking of the Recompence, unleſs 
our Hearts be firſt aſſured, that we have done 
our beſt Endeavours to obtain it. What is it 
therefore, that can give us this Aſſurance, or 
good Hope, that we ſhall, one Day, hear that 
bleſſed Euge, from our Maſter's Mouth, Wi 
dune, thou good and faithful. Servant, enter thou into 
the Foy of thy Lord? Why, nothing but the Con- 
ſcience of our having been thoſe good and faith- 
ful Servants, there mentioned. Tis not St, Paul 
* alone can ſay, Hence forth there. is laid up for me 
a Crown, of Righteouſneſs, which the Lord, the right- 
eous Judge, ſhall give at that Day; but every Mini- 
ſter of Chriſt beſides, if he be able alſo to fay, 
as he had ſaid before, I have fought a good Fight, 
I have fiſhed my Courſe, I have kept the Faith. All 
which Expreſſions refer to. the good Diſcharge of 
the Miniſterial Office, to which he had been ex 
horting Timothy, in the Verſes before, and in 
this (2 Tim. iv. 7) by his own Example. This is 

a Thing that we are much concerned to think 
upon; ſo much, that if we thought on nothing 
elſe, we ſhould not, at any Time, repent = 
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"Tis now our Honour, and Advantage too, that 
we are the Stewards and Diſpencers of God's 
Word and Sacraments: But the Time will come, 
no body knows how ſoon to ſome, but ſnhortly 
to us all, when we ſhall be call'd to give an Ae- 
count of this our Stewardſhip, to the great Ma- 
fer of us all: And happieſt he, who ſhall be beſt 
rd to do it! The readieſt Way to be fo, 
will be, certainly, to recollect the Promiſes, the 
Engagements, and the Obligations, we laid our 
ſelves under, when firſt we enter d on our holy 
Office; and then to ſee how we fulfilled thoſe 
Promiſes, acquitted our ſelves of thoſe Engage- 
ments, and how we have diſcharged thoſe ſeveral 
Obligations. For, juſt according to the Anſwer 
that the Conſcience makes to theſe Inquiries, are 
Men prepared to give an Account of their Ste- 
wardſhip, and no otherwiſe. I know not, there- 
fore, how I ſhall more profitably ſpend the 
Time, allotted uſually to theſe Occaſions, than by 
conſidering plainly and diſtinctly, the ſeveral En- 
gements we have voluntarily brought upon our 
elves, by entering into Holy Orders; that we 
may ſee, what matter of Joy we have, or what 
of Sorrow, Reparation, and Amendment: For, in 
this Stewardſhip, we have to deal with fo com- 
paſſionate and good a Lord, that our Acconnts 
will paſs, not only with Miftakes of Ignorance 
and Negligence, but of Unfaithfulneſs and Fraud 
it ſelf, if ſeriouſly acknowledged and repented 
of, and if redeem'd by after-Care and Dili- 
gence 


Tus firſt Thing that naturally occurs to a 
Man, upon Enquiries of this Nature, is, I be- 


lieve, with what Mind and Diſpoſition he firſt 
enter'd on this Holy Office, and how he was 
qualify'd to undertake it. For that is the firſt 
Queſtion, that is asked of every one that is a 
Candidate for Holy Orders, Do you trust that you 
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are inwardly moved by the Holy Ghoſt, to tale upon yiu 
© this Office and Miniſtration, to ſerve God for the pn. 
moting of bis Glory, and the edifying of bis People? 
And the Anſwer is, what the Queſtion ſuggeſts 
it ſhould be, I truſt ſo. Now conſidering the 
Age, Condition, and Circumſtances of the Ge- 
nerality of ſuch as enter into Holy Orders, i 
will be no Violation of either Truth or Charity, 
to ſay, that the greateſt Part of them by much, 
_ "© Intend thereby their better Livelihood and Main- 
tenance; they have it in their Aim and View to 
make their Fortune by it; it is the Means they 
pitch upon, in order to their End, which i 
Preferment, and the bettering their Condition in 
this World. How is it, therefore, that we are 
to reconcile this End, with the Anſwer that is 
made to this Queſtion ? For unleſs we can do 
this, we ſhall have little Comfort in our Refle- 
ctions. If aiming at a Worldly Maintenance, be not 
conſiſtent with our being inwardly moved by the 
Holy Ghoſt to take upon us the Miniſtry, what an 
uneaſy Struggle muſt there be within, when we re- 
member that we made that ſolemn Anſwer, when 
we had certainly that Worldly End in View? Muſt 
we reconcile theſe Things by Repentance only? 
Muft we ſay, that we were young and heed- 
leſs, and preſſed by our Relations and Neceflities, 
and did not enough conſider what we were to 
ſay, and do, when entering on this Holy Cal- 
ling; but gave the Anſwers which the Church pre- 
ſcribes, without examining ſufficiently the Queſti- 

ons? But that upon maturer Thoughts, Advance 
of Years, and more Deliberation, we ſee we were 
too haſty, adventur'd raſhly, and now repent, 
and areconcern'd we enter'd into this Service, by 


ſo wrong Steps at firſt, ſuch ſelfiſh Motives, and 


ſuch Worldly Reſpects ; but being in, and find- 


Church ſtill asks that 


EC bf es n ee as. - * 2 n. 
SP g * 4 * . * 1 
. * . , 8 
11 og 
* 4 | 
. 2 : : . 


ing it a Warfare from which there was no with- 
drawing, we have endeavoured, by the Grace of 
God, to make amends, by our after-Behaviour, 
Care and painful Diligence in our reipective Sta- 
tions. : - EE, 

Tri 8 indeed, is what muſt needs be done, 
and all that can be done, by ſuch as think they 
have done amiſs, and are concern d for doing fo: 
And this is the Repentance that is certainly 
required, and certainly ſufficient, where any one 
finds the Caſe to be his own, becauſe it is indeed 
Al that can be done, in it. But this Repentance, 
tho it reconcile a Man to God, yet does not recon- 
cleourſaying, We truſt we are inwardly moved by the 
Holy Ghoſt to take upon us the Miniſtry, with our be- 
ing moved by Worldly Conſiderations, 1f ſo be 
thoſe two Movements are truly not conſiſtent, 
and cannot dwell together. Repentance only 
blots our Anſwer out, and tells us we ſhould not, 
becauſe we could not honeſtly, have madeit, when 
we did: And it tells us, that we were to begin 
again, we muſt not do it ; Repentance of having 
done what we apprehend to have been ill done, 
does certainly imply our doing it no more, ſhould 
we have Opportunity. The Difficulty, there- 
fore, ſtill remains upon all others; for the 
ueſtion, and requires that 
Anſwer, that is inconſiſtent v 1 our aiming 
at Worldly Advantages thereby, if it be not 
lawful to propoſe to our ſelves the obtaining a 
Livelihood and Maintenance, by going into Ho- 
ly. Orders. And fince the Church has made it 
one of the neceſſary Terms and Conditions of 
admitting Men into Orders, and without which 
ſhe admits none, it will not be amiſs to ſhew that 
ſhe wants no Vindication in this Matter, that 
theſe Conditions are not hard and unreaſonable, 


nor incompatible with thoſe Deſires and Aims, 
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ä 
and Worldly Proſpects, that People have, and Idee 
bring along with them, upon theſe Occaſions. Wn th 

THz Queſtion is not, whether they who an 
already in the Miniſtry, may not live by it; fo 
the greateſt Authority that ever was hath told Wh, 
us, that The Labourer is worthy of his Hire, Luke Where 
x. 7. and St. Paul hath ſaid, that The Lord hath kom 
ordained, that they who preach the Goſpel ſhould live not 
by the Goſpel, 1 Cor. ix. 14. and he himſelf com- dome 
mands, Him that is taught in the Word, to commu- Nit u. 
nicate to him that teacheth in all good Things, Gal. yi, 
6. So that this Matter is determin'd beyond all | 
Doubt, and the Queſtion only is, whether the Weeſ 
Labourer, who is ſo worthy of his Hire, may en- han 
ter on that Labour, in Proſpect of that Hire? ¶ are 
Whether a Man may deſire to be qualified to mei 
preach the Goſpel, in Hopes of living by that Go- Wits 
pel, ſince he finds the Lord hath fo ordain d? Whe- Ser 
ther a Man may deſire to become a Teacher of bn 
the Word, that he may thereby have ſuch good Ill all 
Things, as he deſires and wants, communicated 
to him, by thoſe whom he teacheth ? This is the 
Queſtion, and 1s neither more nor leſs than this, 
Whether a Man may deſire a good Office, for 
the Sake of a good Reward (a Temporal that 
Reward) annexed to the Diſcharge of it, by 
very Perſon who inſtituted that Office? And 
ſetting the Queſtion in this Light, which is in- 
deed the Truth of the Matter, there can be 
no Difficulty in refolving it. It is Chriſt the 
Lord, that hath inſtituted the Office of the Mi- 
niſtry, and appointed Men to preach the Goſpel; 
and it is the ſame Lord, that hath appointed the 
Reward, and hath ordain'd that they ſhould 
live by the Goſpel: The Maſter therefore hath 
not ſeparated the Office from the Recompence, nor tl 
the Labour from the Hire; nor any where, that 12 
can find, required the Svant fo to do. It is, | 

indeed, 


e 
deed; not only poſſible to abſtract theſe Things 
4 Mind, and conſider them diſtinctly, — 

any both of old, and of late, I doubt not, 

ave actually undertaken the Miniftry of the Go- 

without any other Aim than doing 

hereby, and with no manner of Reſpect to the Re- 

ympeace of Reward, in this World: That is 

ot the Thing in hand, whether it can be done by 

ſome, nor whether it has been done, for certainly 

it may be done, and has been done, and I dare 

fay, is now done by many excellent People in the 

World; but the Queſtion is, whether it be ne- 
tefſary to be done? whether it be required at our 

hands? whether All who enter on the Miniſtry 

are obliged, not to have theſe ſecular Encour 

ments in View, but only to deſire the Office or 
its own Sake, and for the Sake of doing God 

Service therein: And to that I ſay, the remem- 

bring that Chriſt, who inſtituted the Office, did 

alſo appoint the Reward, is a ſufficient Anſwer; 

becauſe it is impoſſible that he ſhould annex a 

Recompence to the Diſcharge of a Duty, which 

is, it ſhould not be lawful to look to, and deſire, 

or upon undertaking ro diſcharge that Duty, but ve- 

at ry lawful to receive it: Nay it is fo much due 

both in Reaſon, and by Appointment of God, 
1d I that it becomes Sinful for any one to detain it; 
che Matter would not bear the Stating and Re- 
de peating, in any other Inſtance. The Maſter ſays, 
© WW The Labourer is worthy of his Hire. He calls forth 
- WF Labourers, and ſends them into his Harveſts, 
5 I contracts for Wages, with them, and fays it is a 
e if great Offence for any one to defraud the Labour- 
der of his Hire. Now would one, after all this, 
1 FF think it unlawful for this Labourer to go into 
r 
| 


the Harveſt upon Proſpe& of this Hire? Does 
any Man think it unlawful for a Soldier to lift 
himſelf into his Prince's Service, for the Sake of 

t Pay? 
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Pay ? Or to undertake any other Office, in Hop 

of living by it ? In all theſe Caſes, no body pre -n 
tends to ſcruple at aiming at their Worldly Ay, 
vantage, in their Undertakings. And where is th 
Difference? Why, one is a Sacred and Spirital Of. 
fice, and the other a Civil One; one is concern} 
in ſerving the Community, the other in condu&.M... 
ing Souls through the Ways of Virtue and Rel e 
gion, to everlaſting Happineſs in Heaven. N 
doubt of it ; the Offices are as different as Thing 
can be; they aim at the moſt different Ends; and 
the Means they uſe are full as different. Then 
is very little Reſemblance betwixt thefe Thing 
But that does not at all ſhew, or make it reaſona. 
ble, that the Reward and Wages of both thele 
Offices, and Services, ſhould not be the ſame, nM... 
this World. And God, who knew the Difference Of 
of theſe Offices, better than we, and the excellent 
Pre-eminence of his Service, above other Civil 
Ones, has yet appointed a Worldly Recompence 
to the Diſcharge of it, of the ſame Nature with 
others, tho' not in the ſame Manner. Reaſon, 
Utility, and the Neceſſity of Things, have an- 
nexed proportionable Rewards to the Diſcharge 
of Temporal and Civil Offices, which would not 
be diſcharged without them. And God, foreſee- 
ing that neither Reaſon nor Utility would ſuff-· Wc. 
ciently move Men in their ſpiritual Concerns, hath 
by Command, and poſitive Appointment, annexed I ta 
a Temporal Recompence to the Diſcharge of Spi- N no 
ritual Offices, which neither would, nor could MW; 

(without a conftant Courſe of Miracles) be other- II 
wiſe diſcharged. - 

Now put theſe Things together; that the I tr 
Spiritual Office is of abſolute Neceſſity to the 
conducting Men to Happineſs; and that it 5 Wy 
therefore appointed by God: That they, who are ſh te 
to undertake and diſcharge this Office, are * 1. 


1 
Ja many of them, that they cannot live unleſs 
ey are provided for; and that accordingly God 
ach provided for them, by making ir the Duty 
t thoſe who are taught, to communicate their 


Food Things to thoſe who teach; by telling us 
emit the Labourer is worthy of his Hire; and 
dub. hat thoſe who preach the Goſpel are to live by 
Rel. te Goſpel: Put, I ſay, theſe Things together, 
No ind ſ᷑e, whether the Office of the Miniftrys be- 
"ng ng e Spiritual Office, and wholly verſed in 
; Al 


Things Spiritual, aiming at a moſt Spiritual End, 


"here by Means altogether Spiritual, namely, the Saving 
unge Men's Souls, by preaching the Goſpel, and by 
oo adminiſtring the Blefled Sacraments to proper 
thele 


Subjects, be yet a Reaſon why Men ſhould not 
im at Temporal Advantages, by undertaking that 
Office, ſince God who underſtands the Nature of 
his own Inftitutions, and hath inftituted this Spi- 
ritual Office, hath alſo annexed theſe Temporal 
Advantages' to thoſe who are to adminifter this 
Office, and knows that Men cannot diſcharge it, 
without ſuch Temporal Advantage, and Proviſion, 
au: unleſs he give them Food from Heaven himſelf, 
and: preſerve them in a miraculous Manner, which 
he hath no where ſaid he would. That Recom- 


lee pence therefore which is due in Reaſon to the 
uff N bervice; that which is due by God's Appoint- 
th nent and Command; that which no Man can de- 
xed tain without Sin ; and that without which few or 
— none can enter on the Service, or Diſcharge it; 


that Recompence, I ſay, may very innocently and 
law fully be made a Motive to the entring on the 
Service, altho* the Service or Calling be Spiri- 
the I tual. $7.” | | 
TRISs, however, will not hinder thoſe who 
think they can, from acting upon more diſintereſ- 
ted Principles, and entring on their Holy Office 
with no other Aim or View, than doing Glory ww 
9 


Clergy at preſent, and I believe thoſe who hare 


ES 
God by doing Good to Men, in guiding and ch 
ducing them to Heaven. No body would di 
courage thoſe, whoſe fervent Souls and eaſy For. 
tunes in this World have diſpoſed them to ente 
on the Miniſtry, without any other Proſpect 9 
Reward, than what they expect, and will be ſun 
to find, at God's Hands in Heaven. I am ai 
concern d for thoſe who neither have theſe Fer. 
vours, nor Eſtates, and yet are Candidates fy 
Holy Orders; and concern d to ſhew, that it i 
innocent and lawful for ſuch, to come, and bring 
along with them the Aim and Purpoſe of Living 
of and by the Goſpel, if they are found fit, and dy- 
ly commiſſioned to preach the Goſpel. Such, we mul 
own, are they who make up the Body of the 


been before, and thoſe who ſhall be ſo hereafter 
to the End of Time. And I have dwelt the lon- 
ger upon it, that we might be clear and without 
Scruple in the Matter ; not entring on our Office, 
nor continuing in it, with that Reluctance and 
Uneaſineſs, which we muſt needs have, if we be- 
lieve that our Deſires and the Neceſſity of our 
Affairs, have, or will, put us upon doing, what we 


are not fully ſatisfied is lawful to do. 


Tn Things that have a greater Face of Piety; 
the Propoſitions that feem more ſpiritual and ex- 
alted, and that are leſs ſelfiſh, are wonderfully 
taking, and apt to impreſs upon devout Minds, to 
the begetting Scruple and Error, where there 1s 


really no reaſonable Ground. Some of the grea- 


reſt Men of Old, have, in their Flights, told us 
that Men muſt ſerve God for his own Sake, and do 
their Duty ont of Love to Virtue ; and that it was 4 


flaviſn and ignoble thing to be Religious either 


for Hope of Recompence, or Fear of Puniſhment, with 
Abundance of other fine Leſſons, which they 
would have Men learn in this Life, when 1 

Like- 


a 
Likelihood, they will be the utmoſt Attainments 
of pure and perfect Souls in the Life to come. 
Thoſe, however, who can, or rather think they 
can, may act upon ſuch generous and noble Prin- 
ciples. But to the ordinary Race of Mankind, 
methinks it ſhould be enough to ſay, that God, 
who underſtands ſufficiently the Importance of 
Man's Salvation, hath conſulted the Paſſions of 
Hope and Fear, which he implanted in him; and 
to work upon them both, hath promiſed everlaſt- 
ing Happineſs in Heaven, to ſuch as will believe 
and obey the Goſpel; and threatned Unbelievers 
and the impenitent ungodly Ones with everlaſt- 
ing Puniſpment, So that it ſhould not ſeem a ſlaviſn 


95 to do one's Duty, or to turn from Sin, for Fear 


of God's Diſpleaſure and his Puniſhment ; nor yet 
below any good Chriſtian, - tv do what God com- 
mands, and to repent of having done otherwiſe, in 
Hopes of reconciling and pleafing him, and bein 
happy. It will be evermore allowed to do whar 
God would have us do, by Principles he hath im- 
planted in us, and upon ſuch Motives as he hath 
laid down in the Scriptures, to move us by ; let 
devout Writers {ay what they will. | 
*T1s a fine thing to ſay, that ſpiritual Men 
ſhould be moved by none but ſpiritual Conſidera- 


tions, to undertake an Office wholly ſpiritual. 


Let thoſe to whom it is given, receive this Saying. 
But ſurely tis enough to ſatisfy the reſt, to con- 


ſider, that God who inftituted our Office, and 


underſtands its Nature well, and the Powers who 


are to undertake and exerciſe this Office, hath 


annexed a temporal Recompence to the Diſcharge 


of it; and therefore that it muſt be innocent and 


lawful, for ſuch as preſent themſelves to undergo 
this Charge, to have their Eye upon this remporal 
Recompence : Which is the thing that I would 
ſhew, and which I have, I hope, ſhewn may be 
done, C „ 


ay 4 
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Bur to this, I muſt alſo add. another thing 
that muſt be done by all who intend to enter on 
this Holy Calling; and that is, that they muſt 
bring along with them, a full and ſettled Purpoſe 
of glorifying God, by doing the beſt and utmof 
Service they can to Men: This they muſt ſeriouſly 
and earneſtly intend : This muſt be the prepara. 
tory Diſpoſition of all their Hearts; this Reſolu- 
tion muſt be fixed in them, that, together with 
their Perſons, they will dedicate their. Hearts, their 
Time, their Labour, and their beſt Abilities to 
God's Service. Without this fixt Intention, ſettled 
Purpoſe, and confirmed Reſolution, of applying 
themſelves, with all the Zeal, and Pains, and Di- 
ligence they can, to the Diſcharge of all the Parts 
I their good Office, in the ſeveral Stations and 
Degrees, to which it ſhall pleaſe God to call them, 
there is no coming or pretending to the Miniftry, 
They will not be able to make one true Anſwer 
to all the Queſtions that the Church, by her pro- 
per Officers, makes to them; nor will they ever 
think of duly qualifying themſelves for it. 
Bur it is no otherwiſe in this, than in all o- 
ther Caſes whatever; and therefore there is no un- 
uſual Hardſhip in it. He who has not ſteadfaſtly 
purpoſed in his Heart to diſcharge the Office 
(Civil or Military) he is about to undertake, with 
all the Care, Fidelity, and Skill, that is requir- 
ed, is by no means fit to undertake it; he never 
will diſcharge it as he ſhould, becauſe he will ne- 
ver be qualified to do it. He has his Eye upon 
the Salary and Profits of the Place only, but thinks 
not of deſerving them, by doing honeſtly his Du- 
ty; by which means he becomes falſe to his 'Truft, 
and miſchievouſſy unjuſt to the Community, by 
defrauding them of the Service which they want, 
and of the Pay that was appointed to reward that 
Service in another. All this Miſchief, as I ſaid, 


pro- 
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proceeds from a Man's not ſteadfaftly purpoſing in 


his Heart, to execute, with all Fidelity, the Of- 
ice he undertakes, as Reaſon and Juftice require 
he ſhould; becauſe without this previous Reſoluti- 
on, he will never qualify himſelf to do fo. And 
it is the ſame Caſe with Spiritual and Miniſterial 
Offices and Officers. There muſt be this Founda- 
tion laid, or nothing good will follow or be built 
thereon. This is the End we muſt propoſe, the 
Glory of God by doing good to Men, and then we ſhall 
quickly find, that the only means of compaſſing 
this End, will be the providing our ſelves with 
ſuch Abilities and Qualifications as are requiſite 
to the Diſcharge of the Office we undertake, 
namely a good Report for Virtue and Sobriety of 


Life, and a ſufficient Stock of Learning; of whoſe 


Degree and Meaſure, the Governours of the Charch 
are held and appointed to be the beft and moft 
competent Judges; who muſt, however, proceed 
by Rules preſcribed and reafonable, and fuch as 
are well known to thoſe who offer themſelves as 
Candidates for Holy Orders. 

Hx therefore that hath ſeriouſly, and in good 
earneſt, purpoſed in his Heart, to take upon him 
the Office and Miniſtration of a Deacon, or the 
Order of Prieſt hood, with full intention of ſerving 
God, for the promoting of his Glory, and the edi- 
fying of his People ; and in order to it hath lived, 
and purpoſes to live, a Godly and a Sober Life, 
and to improve in reading and underſtanding the 
Holy Scriptures, and other learned Books to fit 


him more and more for the Diſcharge of his Duty. 


He who brings this Diſpoſition along with him, 
and this Preparation, and good Plarpes: of advan- 
auß in Virtue and Knowledge, may very honeſtly 
and truly ſay, that he truſts he is inwardly moved by 


the Holy Ghoſt to take the Office he is ſeeking for, upon 
him, as well becauſe that, in general, every good 
a GI and 
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aud penfect Gift cometh from above; and that it f 
2 who worketh in us both to will and to do; and 
that without him we can do nothing ; and that he 
it is, who by his Special Grace Progofing us, does 

put into our Minds good Deſires : As alſo, in par. 
ticular, becauſe he is moved to undertake this Of. 
fice, by Arguments, Authorities, and Moriveg 
derived from the Holy Scriptures, which are the 
Word of God, and Dictates of the Holy Ghost; 
So that he who is moved by them, is certainly mo- 
ved by the Holy Ghoſt; as he who is moved by 
what I ſay, either by Word of Mouth, or Wri- 
ting, is certainly moved by Me. We have indeed, 
no other way (ordinary, I mean, and common to 
us all) of knowing that we are influenced and ac- 
ted at any time by the Spirit of God, but by find- 
ing that what we deſire, and what we do, is what 
we are willed and commanded to deſire and do, by 
the Spirit of God in the Holy Scriptures, The Apo: 
ſtles indeed and firſt Chriftian Miniſters, had an- 
other ſort of Call, and were moved by the Hoh 
Ghost, in much another way and manner, to un- 
dertake the Miniſtry, than we, or any ſince thoſe 
early Days, can pretend to: They had Diving 
Impulſes, Warnings, Admonitions, Invitations, 
and Calls to the Miniſtry, ſuch as they could not 
reſiſt, and ſuch as they themſelves were ſure came, 


and muſt come from God ; and they were, moſt of 


them, able to convince others alſo, of their Hea- 
yenly Miſſion, by ſome extraordinary Powers and 
Abilities they were endued withal, either of Lan- 
guages, or Prophecy, or curing Sickneſs or Diſ- 
eaſes, or inch like. Put as we are ſure that theſe 
extraordinary Calls and Graces of the Holy Spirit, 
were not promiſed to continue for ever, and ſure 
that in fact, they did not continue long, in the 
Church; ſo we are ſure that this is not the inward 
Call, and Movement of the Holy Ghoſt, that the 
ee 1 6 Church 
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Church enquires after, in the Queſtion the puts 8 


fach as are Candidates for Holy Orders; for that 
muſt be ſomething that is promiſed ; and ſome» 
thing that is to continue as long as the Church is 


to continue; and that will be always neceſſary to 
its well-being: And that, I think, is only ſuch a ge- | 


neral Influence of God's Spirit, as ſhall incline a 
Man's Heart to undertake the Office of the Miniftry; 


and fill him with good Purpoſes and Reſolutions to 


execte it faithfully, to the Glory of God, and the 
Good of Mankind. This is what is neceſſary, this 
is what is promiſed, this is what we may expect: 
And he that is not thus far called, he that does 
not find himſelf inwardly moved by the Holy 
Ghoſt, in this Degree and Meaſure, is very unfit 
indeed to enter into Holy Orders. But I both hope 
and believe, there are very few ſuch, as do not come 
with good Inclinations, and ſerious Purpoſes to 
do their Duty, and anſwer their Engagements; 
altho' I fear there are too many that forget them 
quickly, _ IS 55 | 
Ir may not perhaps, be thought ſo convenient, 
to have inſiſted ſo much, upon a Matter that has 
been ſo long paſt, by moſt of thoſe People who 
make up the proper Audience upon theſe Occa- 
fions; and to dwell on a Queſtion that has receiv d 


ts Anſwer ſo long ago, by moſt here preſent. But, as 
if it pleaſe God to continue my Life, 


my Purpoſe is, 1 
to conſider the whole of our Engagement, when 
we enter on the Miniſtry, ſo it was neceſſary to 
ſpeak to the firſt Queſtion and Anſwer that is 
made, in a more particular Manner; as well be- 
cauſe the Queſtion is put in Terms that run ex- 
ceeding high, and are of much greater Sound than 
Importance, and therefore requires to be very well 
confidered and underſtood ; as alſo becauſe it gave 
me an Opportunity of reconciling the being in- 
wardly moved by the Holy Ghoſt to undertake the 


Office | 
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( 22 ) 
Office of the Miniſtry, with the being moved alli 
at the ſame time, by the hopes of living by that Mini. 
firy: Which Difficulty, ſome learned and good 
Men, have rather puzzled and perplexed, than re. 
moved ; and others have been afraid to ſpeak their 
Opinions clearly and diſtinctly, for fear of encou- 
raging a Worldly Spirit, too much. Bur all they 
have got thereby, has been to beget Scruples in 
tender Minds, and to make Men afraid, when the 
Thing is over, that they have not acted upon right 
Principles. But Truth, I think, in this Caſe, can 
have no ill Conſequences. *Tis God that inftity- 
ted the Holy Offices; tis God that annexed 2 
Reward to the Performance of them : *Tis God 
that puts it into Peoples Hearts to deſire to un- 
dertake theſe Offices, and to qualify themſelves for 
the well-diſcharging rhem. How can it therefore 


be unlawful to deſire the Recompence together 


with the Office, when I do ſeriouſly intend to de- 
ſerve the Recompence as well as I can, by execu- 
ting and diſcharging the Office as well as I can 
alſo ? And how ſhould it be difficult for a ſerious 
honeſt Man, to ſay he truſts he is inwardly moved 
by the Holy Ghoft, to undertake the Office of the 
Miniſtry, if he does ſeriouſly intend to diſcharge 
it carefully and faithfully; and qualifies himſelf, 
m the beſt manner he can, to do ſo ? Since it is 
from the Holy Scriptures alone (the Dictates of 
the Holy Ghoſt) that he learns there is ſuch an 
Office, and that it is ſo good, and acceptable a 
thing to God, to teach Men their Duty, and lead 
them in the Way that bringeth them to everlaſting 
Life; and fince no good Deſire of doing Good can 
proceed from any. one, but from the Bleſſed Spirit, 
who worketh in us, both to will and to do, according to 
bis good pleaſure ? | e | 

But, however, that the inſiſting ſo long on the 
clear Solution of this Queſtion, may not appear ms 
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de altogether without its Uſe, even in Aſſemblies 
of this Sort, made up of Men who have already 
given their Anſwer to it, not to be revoked, it 
may not be amiſs to obſerve, in a few Words, 
that the readieſt way to find out, whether we 
made a true and proper Anſwer to this Queſtion, 
will be, to examine and conſider, what our Con- 
duct in the Miniſtry has been, ſince we were cal- 
led to our good Office. It would not, perhaps, be 
eaſy for many of thoſe who have been long enga- 

d, to remember the particular Frame and Diſ- 
poſition of Mind, with which they entred firſt 
upon the Service: But every bodies Heart will 


tell him, how he has behaved himſelf, in general, 


in that Service; ſo that tho” he ſhould forget his 
firſt Reſolutions, yet he will certainly remember 
how he has fulfilled them, or negle&ed them, ſince 
they were made. And it were well, if many of 
thoſe who have the Satisfaction of remembring that 


they entred on the Miniſtry, with a right Heart, 


with holy Purpoſes, and with a good Degree of 
Zeal to promote the Glory of God, and the Edi- 
fication of his People, could not remember alſo 
with Concern, how many Checks thoſe Hearts 
have ſince given them, for their Forgetfulneſs, their 
Careleſsneſs, and faulty Negligence in the Diſcharges 
of their ſeveral Duties: What Relaxation of their 
Vigour, and what Abatement of their Zeal they 
have experienced, in the practick Part, beyond 
what they intended or could think would ever 
happen. This, I doubt, is the Caſe of moſt of us, 
and even of thoſe whoſe Hearts do beſt aſſure 
them that they gave a true and proper Anſwer to 
the Queſtion, when it was firſt made. 

Ir may therefore be of Uſe to all of us, to re- 
conſider a Queſtion, whoſe Anſwer will furniſh us, 
either with Matter of Thankfulneſs to God, for 
guiding and preſerving us ſo long in the good 

| Way 
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Way ; or (which is next to be deſired) with Me 
tives to Repentance, and Amendment of our p 
Nliſcarriages, and the Renewal of our ſerigy 
Purpoſes, and Vows of all Obedience for the fy. 
re. 3 % „ r 


Wee eee 
- Tax following LRT TEIA from My Lord Ar 
biſhop of Canterbury, together with the Ox ox; 
and Rxs0LUT10NS adjoined, were Printed and 
delivered to the Clergy of this Dioceſe, in 1716, 
But, many of them having been either forgotten, 
or neglected, I have again Printed aud annex 
them to this CHARGE, and do again recom- 
mend the due Obſervation of them, to all why 
belong to me, and are concerned in them. 


-T-O- THE 
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* Very Good Loxp, 


EIN, by the Providence of God, 
called to the Metropolitical See of * 
this Province, I thought it Incum- 
bent upon Me 10 confult as many of 
my Brethren, the Biſhops of the ſame 
Province, as were here met together 
during this Seon f Parliament, in 
what Munner we might beſt employ that Authori ty, 
which the Eccleſiaſtical Laws now in force, and the 
Cuſtoms and Laws of this Realm, have veſted in Us, 

Jor the Honour of God, and for the Edification of His 

Church, committed to our Charge: And upon ſerions 

0 Cmfideration of this Matter, We All of Us agreed in 
wy * VR, that We ſhoull, by the Bl: 7g of 
D God 
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God apon our Honeſt ee in ſome Meaſure 
pr thoſe "BE: Ends, 9 Lc Dy, much as 
in us "_ * 


Th no unworchy FO mi = Wear 5 pl 
admitted into the Sacred iniſtry of the am 
Church: OE I em ooo 


Nor any be allowed to ſerve as Curates, * 
ſuch as ſnould appear to be Puly * ed for 
ſuch an Employ: 


Aud that all, wh 0; Officiated i in the Rook of -ahy 
Abſent Minifters, ſhould reſide upon the Gia 
which they undertook to ſupply ; and be af- 
certained of a ſuitable Recompence for their 
Labours. 


neee 


In Purſuance of thoſe Reſolutions, to which we unani- 
mouſiy agreed, 1 do x0 ven OO” recommend 
to you : | 


: - 
1 o 


I. lo HAT "Xo require of every Perſin who 

deſires to be admitted to Holy Orders, 
that He ſignify to You his Name, ſes Place of 
Abode, and tranſmit to you his "Teſtimonial, and 
a Certificate of his Age duly attefted, with the 
Title upon which He is to be Ordained, at leaſt 
Twenty Days before the Time of Ordination; 


and that he appear on Medneſday, or at fartheſt 


on 7 hurſday in Ember - . in order to his 
Examination. 
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LEE ama 7 ere ES as. W „ I | 
1. Tur if You ſhall reject any Perſon, who 


* be Nyplies for Holy Orders, upon tlie Account of 
che Mnmorality proved againſt him, You fignify the 


Name of the Perſon fo rejected, with the Rea- 
bn of your rejecting him, to Me within one 

onth 3 that ſo I may acquaint the reft of my 
Fulfragans, with the Caſe of fuch rejected Per- 


” 


ſon, before the next Ordination. 


1 III. Tn Ar You admit not any Perſon to Holy 
af. orders, who having reſided any conſiderable 
heir Time out of the Univerſity, does not ſend. to 


You, with his Teſtimonial, a Certificate ſigned by 
the Miniſter, and other credible Inhabitanrs of 
the Pariſh, where he fo reſided, expreſſing that 
+ Votice was given in the Church, in Time of 
Divine Service, on ſome Sunday, at leaſt a Month 
before the Day of Ordination, of his Intention 
n. to offer himſelf to be ordain'd, at fuch a Time; 
do the End that any Perſon, who knows any Im- 
pediment, or notable Crime, for the which he 
ought not to be ordained, may have Opportu- 
nity to make his Objections againſt Him. 


* 
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IV. Twar You admit no Letters Teſtimo- 
mal, on any Occaſion whatſoever, unleſs it be 
therein expreſſed, for what particular End, and 
Defign, ſuch Letters were granted ; nor unleſs it 
be declared by thoſe who ſhall ſign them, that 
they have Perſonally known the Life and Beha- 
viour of the Perſon for the Time by them cer- 
tified ; and do believe in their Conſcience, that 
He is qualified for that Order, Office, or Em- 
ployment, to which he deſires to be admitted. 
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. Governour. of ſuch College, or Hall, or, in hi 
Abſence, the next Perſon under ſuch Goyernguy 


is granted, (ſuch Tutor being in the College, 
— 


You. expect that they be ſigned, as well as ſeal 
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College or Hall, in either of the Univerſiti 


ed; and that among the Perſons, ſigning, the 


with | the Dean, | Or Reader of | Divinity, and the 
Tutor of the Perſon to whom the. | Teſtimoni 4 


ſuch Perſon being under the Degree of 
Maſter of Arts,) do, ſubſcribe their Names, 


VI. Tnar You, admit not any Perſon o 
Holy Orders upon Letters Dimiſſory, unleſs Y 
they are granted by the Biſhop, Himſelf, or ed 
Guardian of the Spiritualities Sede vacante, nor I Sal: 
unleſs it be expreſſed in ſuch Letters, that he the 
who. grants them, has fully ſatisfied himſel Wl red 
of. the Title, and Converſation, of the Perſon, W het 
to whom. the Letter is granted. 3 


"If: Ta ar You makes diligent Enquiry for 


concerning Curates in your Dioceſe, and pro- ak 
ceed to Eccleſiaſtical Cenſures againſt thoſe, who ¶ ed 
Mall preſume to ſerve Cures. without being firſt O- 
duly. Licenſed thereunto; as alſo, againſt all ſuch Il ſu 
Incumbents who ſhall receive and employ them, 
without firſt obtaining ſuch Licence. 


VIII. fear Yon do not by any means admit 
of any. Miniſter, who removes from another Di- 
ocaſe, to ſerve as a Curate in Yours, without 
Teſtimony of tlie Biſnop of that Dioceſe, or 

| | ” Ordinary 
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(239). 


ayMWyhence he comes, in Writing, of his Honeſty, 
Ability, and Conformity to the Eccleſiaſtical 
Laws of the Church of England. 


his 1 1 | 5 f * mY x 7 th} \ | . 1 F. 8 * : ; 1 * 8 
our. N. THar You do not allow any Miniftet 
the to ſerve more than one Church, OE. Chapel . in 


mal one Day, except that Chapel be a Member of 


eve, te Pariſh-Church, or united thereunto; and 


: of Ml leſs che {aid Church, or Chapel, where ſuch a 


anger mall ſerve in two Places, be not able in 
bor judgment to maintain a Curate. 


leſs X. Tn r in the Inftrament of Licence grant= | 


or ed to any Curate, You appoint him a ſufficient 
nor i Salary, according to the Power veſted; in You by 


he WW the Laws of rhe Church, and: the particular Di- 
{eli Wl rection of a late Act of Parliament for the 
on, I better Maintenance of Curates. 


; XI. Tra T in Licences to be granted to Per- 
ury bons ro ſerve any Cure, You cauſe to be inſerted, 


ro- after the Mention of the particular Cure provid- 


ho ed for by ſuch Licence, a Clauſe to this Effect, 
irſt Wl Or in am other Pariſh within the Dioceſe, to which 
ich ¶ ſuch Curate ſhall remove with the Conſent of the Biſhop. 


XII. Trar You take Care, as much as is 
boſſible, that whoſoever is admitted to ſerve any 
nit WW Cure, do Reſide in the-Pariſh where he is to 
D II Serve ; eſpecially in Livings that are able to ſup- 
ut port a reſident Curate : And where that cannot 
or I be done, that They do at leaſt Reſide fo near 
| | 2 ro 
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form all their Duri Es, both in the Cunbzen 
and PARISH. A 5" 28-0 


THESE, My Lord, were the Orders and Re 
ſolutions, to which We All agreed; and which 
do bereby tranſmit to Du; defiring Yon to Commun. 
cate Them to the Clergy of Your Dioceſe, with 
Aſſurance that You are Reſolved, by the Grace of 
God, to direct Your Practice, in theſe Particular 
agreeably thereunto. And ſo commending You to the 
Bleſſing of God in theſe, and all Your other Pious En. 
deavours, for the Service of His Church, J heantih 
remain, EE ""*"M 
% 


My Very Good Lon p, 
Your Truly Affectionate Brother, 
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